Kristal Plat

Certified Genetic Counselor/
Vision Program Coordinator

Lied Learning and Technology Center at Boys Town National Research Hospital

555 N 30th St

Omaha, NE  68131

402-498-6365

Kristal.platt@boystown.org
Teresa Gregg

Executive Director

Nebraska Foundation for Visually Impaired Children (NFVIC)

425 N 30th St

Omaha, NE  68131

402-218-7022

teresa@nebraskafoundation.org
BTNRH Mission

Lied Learning and Technology Center the Lied Learning and Technology Center for Childhood Deafness and Vision Disorders serves children with hearing loss, visual impairments and other communication disorders with educational and rehabilitative services at Boys Town National Research Hospital.  
The Mission of the Center is: 

· To improve the lives of children with hearing loss, visual impairment and other communication disorders through early identification, education, state-of-the-art rehabilitation, rigorous research, and family support. 

· To serve as a nationally and internationally recognized center of excellence for clinical services, applied research and information dissemination. 

NFVIC Mission
To enhance the lifestyle and education of children ages birth through 21 who are blind or visually impaired by providing funds and advocating for the following:
· Assistive technology, adaptive devices, and related services for the children's daily use;

· Cultural experiences for the children and their families;

· Training opportunities for educators and parents; and

· Mentoring/Support programs for the children, their families, and their educators.

Services

· Assistive Technology:  The NFVIC obtains funding through grant writing and private and corporate donations to purchase talking, Braille and large print technologies for these children to use in their homes. The technology request is consistent with what is being used at school. The NFVIC Board meets February, March, May, June, August, September, November and December to review each request.  By age 16, a child's request is referred to Nebraska Commission for the Blind and Visually Impaired.
· Training:  The NFVIC assists in parent and teacher training to better provide for the needs of these children through written requests.  Some of the funding has assisted parents and teachers to attend the Helen Keller Center, Family Literacy Conference and seminars relating to a specific eye disorder.  
· Janice Anderson Memorial Scholarship:  NFVIC offers two $500 scholarships annually to one male and one female graduating high school senior.  These funds are to be used for personal needs such as clothing, haircuts, and hygiene items.

· Ruth Sokolof Christmas Party:  The foundation is also known for its annual Ruth Sokolof Christmas Party. Children with visual impairments in the Omaha metro area are given cash and gift certificates and provided a peer companion who can see to assist them in buying presents for their families.

· Cultural Events:  NFVIC provides hands- on cultural events for the children and families such as exploring instruments used in a symphony, touching skins and bones of animals at the zoo and experiencing an overnight at the SAC Museum.  NFVIC and BTNRH have collaborated with Joslyn Art Museum, Rose Theater and Omaha Children’s Museum to ensure an accessible format for children with visual impairments.

· Dot Detectives:  BTNRH and NFVIC co-sponsor Dot Detectives, a six week workshop dedicated to teaching parents the fundamentals of Braille.  The workshop also demonstrates inexpensive hands-on Braille and non-braille applications such as labeling.  A new program called "A Taste of Dot Detectives" offers an introduction of Braille to sighted children through the public and private school systems. 

· Lending Library:  BTNRH and NFVIC co-sponsor a lending library where families and teachers can check out technology and books relating to visual impairments.

· Consultative and Informational Services:  BTNRH and NFVIC provide consultative services as well as training on blindness and visual impairments to community entities such as museums to enhance accessibility for persons with visual impairment
· Genetic Eye Disorder Seminars:  BTNRH sponsors genetic eye disorder seminars for educators, professionals and parents.  Physicians and researchers discuss medical and state-of-the-art research relating to each disorder.  Educational and home applications are presented for practical use.

· Beeping Easter Egg Hunt:  BTNRH sponsors the Annual Beeping Easter Egg Hunt at the Hall of History on Boys Town home campus.  The Nebraska Qwest Pioneers donate the beeping eggs and bunny costume.  Re:JERSE has donated stuffed animals as prizes.  Visually impaired children and their siblings hunt for a beeping egg and exchange it for a prize at each station.
· As part of the Nuts and Bolts series of presentations produced by the Lied Learning and Technology Center, Kristal Platt will present twice in the 2010/11 school year.  On December 14 she will present "Genetics 101: For Those Who Never Liked Science".  On February 8 she will present "Genetics of Hearing Loss".  The Nuts and Bolts series is intended for educators and parents on issues related to hearing loss.  For more information, contact Teresa McEvoy at 402-452-5042 or teresa.mcevoy@boystown.org.

Networking
· TREE (Teaching Resource Educational Exchange):  A quarterly program held in Omaha for families to learn about educational, recreational and technological resources for their children.  This is a joint effort between BTNRH and NFVIC.
· PRISM (Parent Resource Information Support Meeting) Project: PRISM is co-facilitated by BTNRH and NFVIC.  It is sponsored through the Arc of Omaha at the Ollie Webb Center.  Everyone is invited to attend a presentation by an informational speaker and then break out into specific disability groups for further discussion.  It meets five months out of the year in Omaha.
· SibShops:  BTNRH helps facilitate a workshop for individuals who have siblings with a disability.  The Ollie Webb Center coordinates this project.
· Building Blocks Newsletter:  BTNRH and NFVIC co-produce the “Building Blocks Newsletter”.  The goal of this semi-annual newsletter is to inform the community of joint programs; services; medical and technical up-dates; and calendar of events.  It also shares information from other agencies serving children with visual impairments.

